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•� Welcome to Chile! 

–�Extremes: from glaciers to the driest desert    
–�A modern country with stable government and 

solid infrastructure 

–�Host to some of the finest astronomy facilities 

in the world 
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“AURA-O”   
•�  AURA established legal presence in Chile in early 1960s 

to begin construction of CTIO 

•�  AURA operates in Chile as an “International Organization” 

•�  All activities under AURA umbrella now part of “AURA 

Observatory in Chile”, or AURA-O 

–�  Manages all interactions with Chilean govt and other official bodies 

–�  Manages all contractual activities (only legal entity recognized for 
AURA-related programs; CTIO & Gemini don’t exist legally) 

–�  AURA Head of Mission responsible for all AURA activities in Chile 
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AURA Property 

Estancia El Totoral 

91,851 acres 
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Cerro Tololo Aerial View (Year    
2001)    

Prompt & 2Mass Telescopes 

Visiting Astronomers Dinning Dormitory 
Staff Dormitories 

Blanco 4m Telescope 

1.5m Telescope 
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1m Telescope Gong Station 

1.3m Telescope 

ROB Office & Library 
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Curtis Schmidt Telescope 

Staff Houses 
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CERRO TOLOLO FACILITIES SQFT SQMT 
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TOTAL 72,771.00 6,760.60 
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Cerro Pachon is located 10 kilometers southeast of the 

Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory, at 2.715m in the 

foothills of the Chilean Andes. 
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Cerro Pachon is equipped with basic 
infrastructure, but it is still under active 
development 
•�A paved road to the Telescopes area, and 
unpaved roads to the lodging and utility areas 
•�Two dormitory buildings 
•�A basic kitchen-dining facility (temporary 
structure) 
•�200 CuMt Water Tank 
•�Further construction includes new dorms, new 
(permanent) kitchen & support buildings 
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SOAR Telescope 

Gemini South Telescope 
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1st Stage Pachon 

Dormitory 6 rooms 
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 CERRO PACHON  SQFT  SQMT 

1 Cerro Pachon 20-U Dormitory/Recreation Hall 3,747.00   348.10

2 Cerro Pachon New Dormitory/Recreation Hall 3,712.50   344.90

3 GEMINI Telescope Enclosure & Support Facility n/a   n/a

4 GEMINI Dining Facility n/a   n/a

5 SOAR Telescope Enclosure 2,733.00   253.90

6 SOAR Telescope Support Facility 2,195.00   203.92

 TOTAL  12,387.50  1,150.84 
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La Serena   
•	 The central porRon of the property in La Serena 
was purchased in October of 1963. This property 
was desRned to the construcRon of laboratories, 
employee housing and administraRon buildings 
to support the astronomical telescope faciliRes 
on Cerro Tololo 

•	 In July of 1966, an addiRonal parcel was acquired 
to the west for expansion 

•	 In May 1968, an eastern plot was acquired to 
accommodate for development 
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LA SERENA FACILITIES SQFT SQMT 
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SQFT SQMT 

1 LA SERENA 103,575.49 9,622.48 

2 CERRO TOLOLO 127,311.00 11,827.58 

3 CERRO PACHON 12,387.50 1,150.84 

4 1,337.15 124.23 

TOTAL 244,611.14 22,725.12 
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